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TECHNICAL CIRCULAR No. 079 of 30th September 2012 
 

To:  All Surveyors/Auditor 

Applicable to flag:  All Flags 

Subject: PERFORMANCE STANDARD FOR PROTECTIVE COATINGS 
FOR DEDICATED SEAWATER BALLAST TANKS IN ALL TYPES OF 
SHIPS AND DOUBLE-SIDE SKIN SPACES OF BULK CARRIERS 

Reference:  CLASS – SOLAS 

 
 

SOLAS II-2/3.2 – Coating Standard- MSC.215(82), MSC.216(82)- All type of ships ≥ 
500GT Double –skin spaces in Bulk Carriers  ≥ 150 m in length - Entry into force 
1st  July  2012  
PERFORMANCE STANDARD FOR PROTECTIVE COATINGS 
FOR DEDICATED SEAWATER BALLAST TANKS IN ALL TYPES OF SHIPS 
AND DOUBLE-SIDE SKIN SPACES OF BULK CARRIERS 
 
Double side skin spaces on bulk carriers are to be coated in accordance with 
the approved Coating Performance Standard as per MSC.215(82). 
Inspection of surface preparation and coating processes shall be agreed upon between the 
ship owner, the shipyard and the coating manufacturer and presented to the Administration  
for review. The Administration may, if it so requires, participate in the agreement process. 
Clear evidence of these inspections shall be reported and be included in the Coating 
Technical File (CTF) (see 3.4). 
 
3.4 Coating Technical File 
 
3.4.1 Specification of the coating system applied to the dedicated seawater ballast tanks and 
double-side skin spaces, record of the shipyard’s and shipowner’s coating work, detailed 
criteria for coating selection, job specifications, inspection, maintenance and repair shall be 
documented in the Coating Technical File (CTF), and the Coating Technical File shall be 
reviewed by the Administration. 
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COATING STANDARD 
 
4.1 Performance standard 
This Standard is based on specifications and requirements which intend to provide a target 
useful coating life of 15 years, which is considered to be the time period, from initial 
application, over which the coating system is intended to remain in “GOOD” condition. The 
actual useful life will vary, depending on numerous variables including actual conditions 
encountered in service. 
 
COATING INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS 
 
6.1 General 
 
6.1.1 To ensure compliance with this Standard, the following shall be carried out by qualified 
coating inspectors certified to NACE Coating Inspector Level 2, FROSIO Inspector Level III or 
equivalent as verified by the Administration. 
6.1.2 Coating inspectors shall inspect surface preparation and coating application during the 
coating process by carrying out, as a minimum, those inspection items identified in section 6.2 
to ensure compliance with this Standard. Emphasis shall be placed on initiation of each stage 
of surface preparation and coatings application as improper work is extremely difficult to 
correct later in the coating progress. Representative structural members shall be non-
destructively examined for coating thickness. The inspector shall verify that appropriate 
collective measures have been carried out. 
6.1.3 Results from the inspection shall be recorded by the inspector and shall be included in 
the CTF (refer to annex 2 (Example of daily log and non-conformity report)). 
 
 
REFERENCES:  
 
CLASS – SOLAS 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  No. 
 

      Kindest Regards,  
Cosmin Bozenovici 
Naval Architect – Conarina Technical Head Office 


